
  NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
WESTERN REGION

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

            
APRIL 16, 2002

REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Western Region 2002 Administrator’s Award Winners: Congratulations to Ted Buehner
of WFO Seattle, Andrew Rorke of WFO Oxnard, and Marilu Trainor of NOAA/Public Affairs
in Western Region Headquarters as recipients of the 2002 Administrator’s Award.

Ted Buehner, WCM at WFO Seattle, was directly involved in the creation, development,
and implementation of two new NOAA Weather Radio stations in western Washington.

Andrew Rorke, Lead Forecaster at WFO Oxnard, conceptualized, developed, and
implemented Aviation Verify, the AWIPS-era National Aviation Verification Program.

Marilu Trainor, NOAA/Public Affairs at Western Region Headquarters, participated on the
Public Affairs Team which was recognized for successfully promoting the NOAA/NWS
mission and helping save lives by educating the public on the hazards of severe weather.

Netarts, Oregon Resident Wins Environmental Hero Award: WFO Portland MIC and
WCM will present Pete Koeneke of Netarts, Oregon with an Environmental Hero award for
2002.  Koeneke’s award is one of the eight NWS awards to be presented nationwide.  The
award was established in 1995 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Earth Day.  The
NOAA Environmental Hero award is presented to individuals and organizations that
volunteer their time and energy to help NOAA.  Previous recipients include oceanographers
Jean-Michel Cousteau and Sylvia Earle, and actor Ted Danson, head of the American
Oceans Campaign.

Koeneke has been a dedicated cooperative observer for more than 16 years.  He first
volunteered to monitor the weather while working for Tillamook County in Northwest
Oregon.  MIC Steve Todd noted the weather forecast office issued 18 high wind watches
and 32 high wind warnings for the Oregon Coast this past winter based on Mr. Koeneke’s
reports.  Congratulations to Mr. Koeneke.  Great job, Team Portland for submitting this
nomination.

Western Region Holds its First Information Technology Officer (ITO) Workshop: This
week Western Region Headquarters hosted a workshop for ITOs.  Nineteen out of 24
WFOs now have ITOs.  Three more offices will be filling these positions soon.  The
workshop  focused on the ITO program, the goals and objectives, relationship with ESAs,
and will give attendees an opportunity to shape the future of the program.  Thanks to all
WFOs for making a member of their staff available for this workshop.
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METEOROLOGICAL SERVICES DIVISION

STATEMENT OF THE WEEK:  This week’s statement of the week is a high wind warning
issued by lead forecaster Matt Jackson of WFO Great Falls.  The staff of Great Falls did
a great job (no pun intended) with this wind event.  A high wind watch was issued early
Friday for the weekend event, and the first warning was issued early Saturday.  The wind
event was diurnal in nature, so rather than cancel and reissue a warning to address the
“calmer” night time period, WFO Great Falls choose to use two headlines to highlight when
the wind event would occur.  Good job Great Falls and Matt!
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...HIGH WIND WARNING FOR THIS AFTERNOON THROUGH THIS EVENING...

...HIGH WIND WARNING FOR SUNDAY AND SUNDAY EVENING...

SOUTHWEST WINDS OF 40 TO 60 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 80 MPH WILL OCCUR FOR
THE REMAINDER OF THIS EVENING.  WINDS WILL DIMINISH SOMEWHAT TONIGHT
BEFORE REDEVELOPING SUNDAY MORNING.  ON SUNDAY...WEST WINDS OF 35
TO 50 MPH WITH GUSTS TO 70 MPH WILL OCCUR AGAIN.  WITH WINDS OF THIS
MAGNITUDE...WIDESPREAD AREAS OF BLOWING DUST WILL OCCUR...WITH
VISIBILITIES REDUCED BELOW ONE MILE.

$$

National Lightning Safety Awareness Week (NLSAW):  The second annual NLSAW will
be April 28 to May 4, 2002.  The emphasis this year is on getting lightning safety
information into schools across the nation, and facilitate the distribution of lightning safety
materials to WCMs.  The national Lightning Safety Awareness Web site
(http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov) has been overhauled and simplified.  A page
dedicated to outreach materials for WCMs to use has been updated and improved to
provide new resources, including a new link for teachers.  To access the WCM lightning
page, go to: http://www.lightningsafety.noaa.gov/wcm/index.htm

StormReady:  Western Region recently added four new StormReady recognitions,
increasing our total to 86 counties and communities.  The city of Encinitas, California was
recognized by WFO San Diego on March 27.  Clark County, Idaho, including the cities of
Dubois and Spencer, were recognized by WFO Pocatello on April 2. 
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Marine Weather Services:  The Data Review Group approved MSD’s request to update
marine weather product IDs.  WFO MAR IDs will used in the product header (e.g.,
CWFMTR instead of CWFSFO) starting May 29, 2002.  A Public Information Statement
(PNS) is available for west coast offices to modify and issue locally to announce the
changes.

New Policy Directive:  Former WSOM Chapter D-51 (Marine Services) has been
converted into the new Policy Directives format.  It is the first directive to be posted in the
Operations and Services section of the new national directives system (NDS) Web site
(http://www.nws.noaa.gov/directives/index.htm).  Instead of “D-51", Marine Services
policies are now identified as “NDS 10-3".

Western Region (WR) Spotter Video:  Progress continues in making a video (actually a
CD) to be used as a recruitment and training tool for WR weather spotters.  Glasgow WCM
Tanja Fransen is in the process of blending video clips showing various natural hazards
common in WR with the text narrative written by Pocatello WCM Vern Preston.  The video
clips being used were received from other WR WCMs making this project a true team
effort.  A draft version of the CD should be available for field comment in May.

HYDROLOGICAL SERVICES DIVISION

Western Region RFC Hydrology Meeting:  The HICs and DOHs from the Western
Region RFCs and the WRH/HSD RFC program manager met at the NWRFC on April 4.
The purpose of the meeting was to coordinate activities regarding Advanced Hydrologic
Prediction Services (AHPS) and other areas.  A Western Region implementation plan for
AHPS products was discussed and adopted for the Western Region RFCs.  The plan calls
for AHPS implementation to begin in FY03.  Implementation will begin on headwater
locations and spread to regulated locations when tools to handle such locations are
available.  The implementation plan also includes short-term, probabilistic forecasts once
tools are available to produce such forecasts.  Maps depicting the implementation plan will
be available in the near future.  Training for WFO hydrologic program managers on AHPS
and Ensemble Streamflow Prediction (ESP) was discussed.  Plans are underway to hold
a meeting at each RFC later this fiscal year to provide the training.  Details will be
forthcoming as the plans evolve.  Also discussed at the meeting were RFC verification, the
status of teams looking at hydrology issues, the catalog of dams software, and IFPS as it
may relate to the hydrology program.  A similar RFC meeting will be held sometime during
the summer months.

Real-Time River Data on HIC Web Page:  The Hydrologic Information Center has a Web
page with a national map of real-time river data at:
www.nws.noaa.gov/oh/hic/current/river_flooding/index.shtml.  Several WR WFO Web
pages point to that site.  If bad data is noticed on this Web site, you may contact Joanna
Dionne or Frank Richards at the HIC (hic@noaa.gov) to have them remove the faulty gage
from the map until it gets fixed.
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CLIMATE SERVICES

Western Region (WR) Climate Services Steering Committee Meeting:  The WR Climate
Services Steering Committee met for the first time in Reno, Nevada, on April 4-5, 2002.
The Committee spent one full day discussing and defining Climate Services in Western
Region, and a half day touring the Western Regional Climate Center (WRCC) and
discussing climate issues with Kelly Redmond (Deputy Director of WRCC).  The Committee
drafted a concept document which defines the various aspects of Climate Services in our
region.  A briefing on the Climate Services Program will be given at the WR MIC/HIC
Workshop in June.

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES DIVISION

New Technical Attachment: This week’s Technical Attachment (TA) is entitled “The
Northern Sacramento Valley Surface Moisture Convergence Zone,” and is authored by
Alexander Tardy, Weather Forecast Office, Sacramento, CA.  The TA is located on the
National Weather Service Web site at http://www.wrh.noaa.gov, under “Technical
Attachments.”

SYSTEMS OPERATIONS DIVISION

AWIPS Linux CP Installation at WRH:  On Wednesday, April 10, 2002, SIB staff installed
the Linux Communications Processors (CPs) and High Speed LAN (HSL) components in
the WRH AWIPS.  Franz Zichy from National Weather Service Headquarters observed the
installation and used this opportunity to fine tune the Mod Note used to perform the
installation.  Franz and Mary Buckingham will observe the CP/HSL installation at WRH sites
Pendleton and Portland this week (April 15).  The installation went well.  The total time to
complete the installation was about 7-1/2 hours.  Field sites should be able to complete the
installation with less than 10 minutes of CP down time. 

NOAA Weather Radio (NWR):  The Bullhead City, Arizona NWR was installed on April 5,
2002, and is in its 20 day test.  The Bozeman, Montana, Armstrong NWR was ordered on
April 12, 2002.  Tentative installation date is mid-May.

ABOUT OUR STAFF

On March 23, WFO Medford, Oregon, supported a marine outreach effort.  Over 1200
people attended the Beachcomber's Festival, which was a full day event in Brookings,

Oregon.  A local radio station attended the event and
frequently promoted the festival live on the air,
mentioning the National Weather Service presentation
on marine coastal weather.

Approximately 30-40 people attended the one-hour
marine coastal weather  presentation given by Shawn
Rossi and Ryan Sandler. Shawn is shown speaking to
the group. 


